Lange photographs the Japanese the day they are evacuating 
to Tanforan on May 9, 1942 
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Photographer Dorothea Lange visits the Centerville area of the Washington Township 
(now known as Fremont, CA). The Uchiyamas were farmers who had settled in the Township for many 


years before the war. Sugino Ushijima had come to the area circa 1920, from Alameda, CA. Nearly 30 fami- 
lies came from Alameda island to this area after being ordered off the island by the U.S. government. 


These Japanese are waiting at the Washington Township JACL office to board pre-assigned buses at 
8:30am and 10:30am on May 9, 1942. The Ushijimas and Uchiyamas would board bus #6 at 10:30am. The 
10:30 bus left around 11am. This group is essentially facing the Township JACL building. An empty dirt lot 
is in between. To the right and unseen are the two Williams Bros packing house buildings. Behind this 
group are some of the homes where many Japanese families lived along Walton Ave. The JACL building 
was located at 3955 Walton. 


The official caption for this photograph reads: Centerville, California. Farm families of Japanese ancestry 
awaiting evacuation buses which will take them to the Tanforan Assembly center along with 595 other 
evacuees from this district under Civilian Exclusion Order Number 34. 
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